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RESOLUTION
2023-R-09

A RESOLUTION URGING THE U.S. SECRETARY OF COMMERCE AND
THE U.S. TRADE REPRESENTATIVE TO IMPLEMENT THE EXISTING
MEASURES TO LIMIT THE OVERALL VOLUME OF IMPORTED SHRIMP IN
AMERICA IN ORDER TO INSURE THE SURVIVAL OF OUR DOMESTIC WILD
CAUGHT SHRIMP HARVESTERS AND AMERICA’S ACCESS TO WILD
HARVESTED SHRIMP FROM DOMESTIC WATERS; AND URGING THE
COMMISSIONERS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION, WHEN
CONSIDERING IMPORTS TO INCLUDE ALL FORMS OF SHRIMP FROM ALL
COUNTRIES; AND OTHERWISE TO PROVIDE WITH RESPECT THERETO.

WHEREAS, the influx of imported shrimp into America has resulted in the
catastrophic collapse of the domestic shrimp industry; and,

WHEREAS, many boat owners/operators have been docked thereby creating
significant challenges to our local economy and the countless individuals who rely on this
sector; and,

WHEREAS, the Northern Gulf of Mexico has historically been a thriving hub for
shrimp production, with rich waters and a favorable climate creating optimal conditions
for shrimp stocks and harvest; and,

WHEREAS, imported shrimp now dominates cold storage, distribution hubs and
the American market at a level that voids the margin of the market the domestic harvesters
are able to fulfill; and,

WHEREAS, if action is not taken, not only will small family fishing business
owners go under but, also businesses with which we conduct commerce with will go under.
Furthermore, working waterfront and land-based fishery infrastructure will be lost, thereby
losing access to this wild caught food source; and

WHEREAS, the consequences of the inundation of imported shrimp into our
markets has caused immense disruption and economic instability for our local shrimp
producers, including risk of closure or already being shut down. The loss also extends to
the loss of livelihoods and the socio-economic well-being of the communities reliant of
this industry.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Vermilion Parish Police Jury,
the governing authority, urges the U.S. Secretary of Commerce and the U.S. Trade
Representative to implement the existing measures to limit the overall volume of imported
shrimp in America in order to insure the survival of our domestic wild caught shrimp
harvesters and America’s access to wild harvested shrimp from domestic waters; and
urging the commissioners for the international trade commission, when considering
imports to include all forms of shrimp from all countries.
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BE IT THRUTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution be forwarded to all of the
following:

All Commissioners of the International Trade Commission

The U.S. Secretary of Commerce, The Honorable Gina Raimondo

The U.S. Trade Representative, The Honorable Katherine Tai

U.S. Senator John Kennedy

U.S. Senator Bill Cassidy

U.S. Representative Clay Higgins

Governor John Bel Edwards

Senator Bob Hensgens, Representative Ryan Bourriaque and
Representative Blake Miguez

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Secretary of this Council is hereby
authorized and directed to immediately certify and release this Resolution and that Parish
officials and employees are authorized to carry out the purposes of this Resolution, both
without further reading and approval by the Vermilion Parish Police Jury.

The foregoing resolution having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereupon
resulted as follows:

YEAS: Mr. Dane Hebert, Mr. Jason Picard, Mr. Brent Landry, Mr.
Ronald Darby, Ms. Liz Touchet, Mr. Mark Poche’, Mr. Paul
Bourgeois, , Mr. Chad Lege, Mr. Ronald Menard, Mr. Scott
Broussard, Mr. Dexter Callahan, Mr. Sandrus Stelly, Mr. Chad

Vallo
NAYS: None
ABSENT: Mr. Errol J. Domingues

CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of the resolution adopted
at the board meeting held on August 16, 2023, at which meeting a quorum was present and

voting.
Abbeville, Louisiana, this 18“‘?1" August, 2023.

Keit Roy
Parish Administrator
Vermilion Parish Police Jury




